
   
 

   
 

 

 

 

Next cantata vespers: 5pm Saturday 16th November: Wachet! Betet! BWV70 – J.S. 
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Opening 

Prelude : Voluntary in C major - Handel 

Let my prayer be set forth in thy sight as incense, the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. Psalm 

141:2 

We stand to sing 

The Opening Hymn 

 
Words: Latin, ninth century;  trans. John Cosin, 162 

  



   
 

   
 

The blessing of light  

 

Please sit or kneel 

 

 

 

  

 

As darkness falls, you renew your promise to reveal among us the light of your presence. By 

the light of Christ your living word, dispel the darkness of our hearts that we may walk as 

children of light, and sing your praise throughout the world. Amen 

 

Almighty God, we give you thanks for surrounding us, as daylight fades, with the brightness 

of the vesper light; and we implore you of your great mercy that, as you enfold us with the 

radiance of this light, so you would shine into our hearts the brightness of your Holy Spirit; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

 



   
 

   
 

Please stand for the    Hymn of light 

 

 

 

 

Words: Greek; trans. John Keble, 1834



   
 

   
 

Invitatory and psalter 

O God, make speed to save us. 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning is now, and shall be 

for ever. Amen. 

Blessed are you, God of compassion and mercy,  

to you be praise and glory for ever.  

In the darkness of our sin,  

your light breaks forth like the dawn  

and your healing springs up for deliverance.  

As we rejoice in the gift of your saving help,  

sustain us with your bountiful Spirit  

and open our lips to sing your praise:  

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

Blessed be God for ever. 

Please join in singing 

 

Psalm 148: 1-6        Chant:  T.A. Walmisley 

 

 

  

1. Praise the Lord /from the/ heavens; praise him in the /heights a/bove. 

2. Praise him, /all his/ angels; praise him, /all his/ heavenly /hosts. 

3. Praise him, /sun and /moon; praise him,/ all you/ shining/ stars. 

4. Praise him, you /highest /heavens;  and you /waters. a/bove the skies. 

5. Let them praise the /name. of the/ Lord;  for at his com/mand they/ were cre/ated, 

6. and he established them for /ever. and /ever; he issued a decree that will /never/ pass a/way. 

 

 

 
Glory be to the Father and /to the /Son: and/ to the /Holy /Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now 

and /ever /shall be; world without/ end. A/-men. 

 



   
 

   
 

Word 

We sit to hear   

 

The first reading:  ephesians 6: 10-17 

 

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armour of God, so that you 

can take your stand against the devil’s schemes.  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but 

against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the 

spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.  Therefore put on the full armour of God, so that 

when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done 

everything, to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the 

breastplate of righteousness in place,  and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from 

the gospel of peace.  In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish 

all the flaming arrows of the evil one.  Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the 

Spirit, which is the word of God. 

 

 

Here ends the first Lesson 

Thanks be to God   



   
 

   
 

We stand to sing  magnificat 

 



   
 

   
 

We sit to hear   

the second reading:  John 4: 46-54 

 Once more he visited Cana in Galilee, where he had turned the water into wine. And there 

was a certain royal official whose son lay sick at Capernaum.  When this man heard that Jesus 

had arrived in Galilee from Judea, he went to him and begged him to come and heal his son, 

who was close to death. 

“Unless you people see signs and wonders,” Jesus told him, “you will never believe.” 

The royal official said, “Sir, come down before my child dies.” 

 “Go,” Jesus replied, “your son will live.” 

The man took Jesus at his word and departed. While he was still on the way, his servants met 

him with the news that his boy was living. When he inquired as to the time when his son got 

better, they said to him, “Yesterday, at one in the afternoon, the fever left him.” 

 Then the father realised that this was the exact time at which Jesus had said to him, “Your 

son will live.” So he and his whole household believed. 

 This was the second sign Jesus performed after coming from Judea to Galilee. 

 

Here ends the second Lesson 

Thanks be to God   

 

the cantata 

Jesu meine Freude BWV227 

1. Jesus, my joy, My heart's pasture Jesus, my treasure. Ah how long, ah how long must my 

heart be anxious and full of longing for you! 

Lamb of God, my bridegroom, besides you there is nothing else on earth 

that is dearer to me. 

2. There is now no condemnation in them who are in Christ and who walk not according to the 

flesh but according to the spirit. (Romans 8:1) 

3. Beneath your protection I am free from the raging of all enemies. 

Let the devil sniff around, let my enemy become incensed . Jesus stands by me. 

Even though thunder crashes and lightning blazes, even though sin and hell terrify, 

Jesus will protect me. 

4. For the law of the spirit, which makes me living in Christ Jesus, has made me free from the 

law of sin and death. (Romans 8:2) 

5. I defy the ancient dragon; I defy the jaws of death, I defy the fear they cause. 

Rage, World, and leap upon me. I stand here and sing in the calm of certainty. 

God's power takes care of me; earth and hell's abyss must fall silent, however much they roar. 

6. But you are not of the flesh, but of the spirit, and so God's spirit dwells in you in a different 

way. But whoever does not have Christ's spirit is not his. (Romans 8:9) 



   
 

   
 

7. Away with all treasures! You are my delight, Jesus, my desire! Away with all vain honours, 

I don't want to hear of you, remain unknown to me! Suffering, distress, the cross, shame and 

death, however much I have to suffer, will never separate me from Jesus. 

8. If Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the spirit is life because of 

righteousness. (Romans 8:10) 

9. Good night, O [earthly] existence, what the world has to offer does not please me at all. 

Good night, you sins stay far away from here, come no more to the light! 

Good night, arrogance and splendour. To everything about you, sinful existence, 

I bid goodnight. 

10. Now the spirit that has raised Jesus from the dead, dwells in you. The very same spirit that 

has raised Jesus from the dead ,gives life to your mortal bodies, so that his spirit may dwell in 

you. (Romans 8:11) 

11. Vanish, spirits of gloom, for my joyful master, Jesus, enters in. 

For those who love God even their grief must become pure delight. 

Here I may have scorn and derision, but even in the midst of suffering you remain, 

Jesus, my joy. 

Response 

Eternal spirit flow through our being and open our lips; 

That our mouths may proclaim your praise. 

 

 

In response to tonight's cantata let us now stand and affirm our faith in God, Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit: 

 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell; 

on the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 

from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 

holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 

of the body, and life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

Prayers 

We sit or kneel 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you 

 

  



   
 

   
 

The Litany for Peace 

 

That thy holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill We entreat… 

That we may be pardoned and forgiven our sins and offences, We entreat… 

That there may be peace to thy Church and to the whole world, We entreat… 

That we may depart this life in thy faith and fear, and not be condemned before the 

great judgement seat of Christ, We entreat… 

That we may be bound together by the Holy Spirit in the communion of all thy saints, 

entrusting one another and all our life to Christ, We entreat… 

 

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come.  

Thy will be done in earth, As it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us. And 

lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

The power, and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen. 

 

O God, the source of eternal light: Shed forth thine unending day upon us who watch 

for thee, that our lips may praise thee, our lives may bless thee, and our worship on the 

morrow may give thee glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our fathers, creator of the changes of day and 

night, giving rest to the weary, renewing the strength of those who are spent, 

bestowing upon us occasions of song in the evening. As you have protected us in the 

day that is past, so be with us in the coming night; keep us from every sin, every evil, 

and every fear; for you are our light and salvation, and the strength of our life. To you 

be glory for endless ages. Amen.

The blessing



   
 

   
 

 

We stand to sing     The Closing hymn 

 

God of grace and God of glory, 

on your people pour your pow’r; 

crown your ancient Church’s story, 

bring its bud to glorious flow’r. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 

for the facing of this hour, 

for the facing of this hour. 

2 Lo, the hosts of evil round us 

scorn the Christ, assail his ways. 

From the fears that long have bound us 

free our hearts to faith and praise. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 

for the living of these days, 

for the living of these days. 

3 Cure your children’s warring madness; 

bend our pride to your control; 

shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 

rich in things and poor in soul. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 

lest we miss your kingdom’s goal, 

lest we miss your kingdom’s goal. 

4 Save us from weak resignation 

to the evils we deplore; 

let the gift of your salvation 

be our glory evermore. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 

serving you whom we adore, 

serving you whom we adore.

Postlude:  Was mein Gott will das gescheh’allzeit - Pachelbel 

 

Congratulations to Dr. Amy Thomas who graduated with her Doctor of Musical Arts degree 

this week. Amy’s thesis was an investigation of Graupner’s sacred cantatas for solo soprano. 

 

The prayers and liturgy for tonight’s service come from the Book of Common Prayer, as available at www.bcponlin



   
 

   
 

Cathedral Ministry Team and Contacts 

Dean:   The Very Rev'd Julian Perkins (Day off- Friday) 
     deanjulian@stpeter.org.nz | 020 4124 6555 

Volunteer Ministry Team Members 

 

         Assistant curate:  The Rev'd Liz Lightfoot 
               liz@stpeter.org.nz  

Assistant priest:   The Rev'd Canon Bryan Smith  

     canonassistant@stpeter.org.nz 

Assistant priest:   The Rev'd Robin Olds  
          pastoralcare@stpeter.org.nz  

Assistant priest:   The Rev'd Wendy Tyrrell 
     bells@stpeter.org.nz 

People's warden:   Heather Powell 
     peopleswarden@stpeter.org.nz | 021 386 207 

Dean’s warden:   Dianne Cameron 
    deanswarden@stpeter.org.nz | 021 588 399   

 

Giving – Cathedral Bank Details: 02-0316-0268898-000 
 A big thank you to all who make regular financial contributions to the life of the cathedral 

directly through the bank and through the plate. 

Cathedral Shop 

 Monday-Friday: I0am-2pm; Sunday: 11am-12pm | (07) 839 4683 

Cathedral Office 
  Monday-Friday: 9am-3pm | (07) 839 4683 | admin@stpeter.org.nz 

 

 

 

mailto:deanjulian@stpeter.org.nz
mailto:liz@stpeter.org.nz
mailto:canonassistant@stpeter.org.nz
mailto:pastoralcare@stpeter.org.nz
mailto:bells@stpeter.org.nz
mailto:peopleswarden@stpeter.org.nz
mailto:deanswarden@stpeter.org.nz
mailto:admin@stpeter.org.nz

